IB GERMAN B
TOP TIPS FOR WRITTEN PRODUCTION IN PAPER 2:

Year after year, the same kinds of tasks come up in Paper 2 (written production) for you to choose from. To gain the maximum possible mark, you must not only consider the basics like grammatical accuracy and spelling. Many marks are also available for using appropriate layout, style and register. Make sure you don’t miss out on these marks!
	Typical task:
	Overall aim(s):
	Don’t forget:

	1. Schülerzeitungsartikel
	To give factual info / advice or  to persuade
	· Start off with a headline / title
· Use du  when addressing reader

· Clear division of paragraphs with introduction and conclusion
· If an objective /factual/ guideline giving piece you could use bullet points to offer suggestions

· If a subjective, opinion giving piece: make sure you know whether your article needs to be dialektisch (i.e. you give both sides of argument and come to a balanced conclusion) or linear (i.e. you stick to one point of view throughout)
· Remember to use subjunctive 1 for reported speech e.g er behauptete, er sei schuldig
· Use the imperfect tense to describe past actions

	2. Ein Referat/Eine Rede
	A speech to persuade others
	· Begin  Meine Damen und Herren/ 
· State intention e.g Heute möchte ich über ……. sprechen.
· Use Sie when addressing “listeners”

· Make sure you know whether your speech needs to be dialektisch (i.e. you give both sides of argument and come to a balanced conclusion) or linear (i.e. you stick to one point of view throughout)

· Include rhetorical questions (e.g. Ist es nicht faszinierend, dass...? and  exclamations (e.g. Ich bitte Sie, sprechen Sie nicht mehr über....!)
· Use a wide variety of opinion phrases (e.g. Jeder weiß, dass… or es ist nicht zu leugnen, dass) not just Ich denke / glaube, dass…
· Justify your opinions with facts / statistics if possible

	3. Tagebucheintrag
	Creative / imaginative diary writing 
	· Start with the date in words not figures (e.g Montag, den 21. April 2008)

· Begin Liebes Tagebuch
· Write in 1st person i.e ich
· Use your imagination and describe your feelings emotively

· Use examples of more informal German (e.g. geil /sauer auf mich)
· If writing a blog, remember to start with the most recent entry at the beginning!

	4. Bewerbungsbrief
	Formal letter to apply for job
	· Left hand corner: your address
· Right hand corner: date

· Below your address in left hand corner: employer’s address 

· Begin with subtitle Bewerbung auf…. Or Ihre Anzeige in der ....
· Start letter Sehr geehrter Herr…
                        Sehr geehrte Frau ...

                        Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren
· Then Ich habe Ihre Anzeige in der … gesehen und möchte mich gerne um diese Stelle bewerben
· Use Sie
· Include details of all relevant experience and why you are interested in job

· Include standard phrases such as Meinen Lebenslauf und ein Passfoto lege ich diesem Schreiben bei.
· End with a standard formula e.g Mit freundlichen Grüßen 

	5. Beschwerdebrief
	Formal letter of complaint
	· Layout identical to above in terms of addresses, opening and ending the letter
· Make it clear why are writing e.g. Ich schreibe Ihnen, um meine Unzufriedenheit über ....... zu äußern
· Explain in detail what happened, why you are upset

· Make it clear you expect explanation / refund e.g. Ich hoffe auf eine Erklärung und Entschädigung

	6. Leserbrief
	Formal letter (to newspaper, institution etc) stating your point of view
	· Combination of formal letter layout and language used for Referat/Rede to put across your viewpoint.
· Language must be persuasive and appropriate to type of newspaper

	7. Informeller Brief
	Informal letter to a friend or family member
	· Right hand corner: place name and date e.g. Montag, den 21. April 2008
· Begin Liebe/Lieber
· Use du
· End informally e.g. Schreib mir bald. / Schöne Grüße / Alles Liebe

	8. Flyer/Flugblatt

/Werbebroschüre
	e.g. A publicity brochure to persuade / convince the reader
	· Begin with a headline / title e.g Kommen Sie nach Schottland!
· Give each section a subheading e.g Die Landschaft/Das Essen etc.
· Use Sie
· Use the imperative where appropriate e.g. Kosten Sie die Leckereien!
· Use evocative language to persuade reader e.g. Zweifelsohne wird die atemberaubende Landschaft Sie verzaubern/ locken/verführen.


	9.Polizeiaussage / Unfallbericht
	Statement to the police / Eye witness account of an accident
	· Begin with a title, including date / time e.g. Zeugenbericht von Elizabeth Semper, Montag den 21. April 2008 um 12.00 Uhr.
· Write factual, narrative paragraphs in the past, describing your actions e.g. Sonntagabend gegen 7 Uhr ging ich zu den Geschäften, als ich __________ sah.

	10.Interview / Dialog
	Script of a conversation
	· Begin with a title (Interview zwischen ………und………….) and a short paragraph outlining the situation e.g. Der Journalist Martin Schmidt stellt Fragen an die Bundeskanzlerin Angela Merkel hinsichtlich des Atomausstiegs: 
· Set out the dialogue in script form i.e

HERR SCHMIDT: Vielen Dank für Ihre Zeit Frau Merkel
FRAU MERKEL: Bitte sehr. Was möchten Sie gerne wissen?

	11.Kreatives Schreiben
	Creative writing – any topic possible!
	· You could be asked to write the opening or ending of a novel / play or be given a scenario and asked to “imagine what happened next”
· Diverse adjectives, full description 
· One to avoid unless you are feeling very confident and /or inspired!

	12. Resenzion/Kritik
	Book or film review
	· Give your article a title
· Include a brief summary of the plot

· Use language of persuasion to convince reader of your opinion (rhetorical questions, exclamations etc.)
· Address reader as Sie
· Put any quotes in German-style „………….”


	13. Aufsatz
	Discursive Essay weighing up pro and cons of topic
	· Clear structure
· Formal, neutral language

· Factual content

· Inferred opinion

· Refer to essay phrase handout.

	14.Literarischer Essay
	Literary essay on book you have studied
	· The question will be general so you can apply it to any book / play you have covered in your course.
· A favourite theme in recent years seems to be Beschreiben Sie einen Roman, der Ihr Leben verändert hat.
· Write a balanced, formal essay with clear introductory / concluding paragraphs

· Back up your opinions with references to the text (In Szene 4, findet man zahlreiche Beispiele des Grotesken, was Dürrenmatt gern verwendet. Zum Beispiel ….) but avoid retelling the whole plot

· Put any quotes in German-style „………….”


