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Results of the 1991 and 2002 Census in Serbia 

 

The Census conduction has a very long tradition in our region, which can be viewed from 

back in 1834 when on the territory of the former Serbia the first Census was conducted in 

the modern sense of the term. 

In the period after the Second World War in Serbia eight censuses were conducted and 

each subsequent census exceeded with the complexity of its content the prior ones. In 

addition to the basic questions:”How many of us are there?”, the census also provided the 

answer to the question: “Who are we?”; in the relations of age, gender, education, 

activities, occupation, household structure and other characteristics, as well as the answer 

to the question: “Where and how do we live?” in light of the information on the type of 

dwellings and home basic equipment installations. The answers to these questions 

provide the numerical frame of the population, which is the basis of the efficient 

planning, development of economic, social, population, agricultural and other policies, 

but also the administrative activities and scientific research. 

 

With an average population density of 98 inhabitants in the Central Serbia and 95 

inhabitants in Vojvodina, we can say that Serbia is a densely populated country in 

relation to the global average density (42 inhabitants per square kilometer). 

 

In 2002 Serbia presented with 56% of the urban population poorly urbanized European 

area. Number of inhabitants in cities increased only by 1.8% in relation to the 1991. 

Observing our cities by the number of inhabitants, we note that in the inter-census period 

in terms of population, cities, whose size ranges from one thousand to ten thousand 

inhabitants grow fastest. On the other hand, there was a decrease in the absolute number 

of inhabitants of our single city with more than a million inhabitants - Belgrade. 

 

The population of Serbia becomes older and older. The average age of the population of 

Serbia according to the census 2002 was 40.2 years, as Serbia ranks among countries in 

deep demographic old age, not only in Europe but also in the world. 

 

Masculinity rate was reduced compared to the 1991 (from 958.7 to 946.5), which means 

that the share of female population in the total population is growing. The main feature of 

the age - sex structure of population in Serbia today is the numerical dominance of the 

young male population in young population and the predominance of women in middle-

aged and older population. 

 

In the last inter-census period the share of Serbs is slowly growing (from 80,0% in 1991 

to 82.9% in 2002.) In addition to members of Serbian nationality participation of Roma 

and Valachian nationality also increased. At members of other ethnic communities 

negative growth rates were recorded. The oldest of all nationalities, according to the 

Census 2002, were Slovenes and Germans, with an average age of 54.9 and 52.1 year. 

Also, as demographically very old, we can mention the inhabitants of the Bulgarian, 

Valachian and Croatian nationality with an average age of 48 years. On the other hand, 

the youngest demographic nationality were the Roma people, with an average age of 27.5 

years, and from the smaller ethnic groups, Goranci, with an average age of 32 years. 
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In relation to the 1991 share of active working population in total in 2002 decreased by 

2.7% (for the male population by 3.5%, for women by 1.7%). Reduced general rates of 

activity of the male population were primarily caused by reduction of activity in the older 

generation, and reduction of the share of agricultural population (from 17.2 to 10.9). 

 

The category economically inactive population consists of persons with personal income 

and dependent persons. Per 100 economically active persons in 2002 there were 120 

economically inactive. Almost every fifth resident of Serbia had some form of personal 

income (pensions, income from assets, social welfare, etc..), while more than one-third of 

the total population belonged to the category of dependents. 

 

According to the latest census results, agricultural population made only 10.9% of the 

total population. In relation to 1991 the absolute number of agricultural population was 

reduced by 37%. 

 

Results of the Census 2002 show continued tendency of reduction of the total illiterate 

population’s share, from 6.3% in 1991 to 3.4% in 2002. Furthermore, illiteracy is higher 

in female population (1.1% of illiterate men and 5.7% of illiterate women). 

Even 41.1% of Serbian population older than 15 years, according to the census 2002, had 

the highest completed secondary school while only every ninth inhabitant had high or 

higher education. The educational level of women in our country is lower than in men - 

among those who completed secondary education or high and higher education men are 

more numerous for a fifth. 

 

The number of households in the Republic has a tendency of growth, but only taking into 

account that in relation to the 1991 the number of urban households in 2002 grew faster 

than the number of households living in the so-called “other areas”; (increase index of 

109.3 respectively 102.9). The main demographic characteristic of households in Serbia 

is fragmentation, which clearly indicates the fact that at the time of the last census the 

average household had three members (2.9 members in urban and 3.2 members in other 

areas). 

 

When using the 1991 census data, it should be kept in mind that Census has not been 

completely carried out in communities of Bujanovac and Presevo within the Central 

Serbia, as well as on the territory of Kosovo and Metohija, due to boycott of Albanian 

population’s majority to take part in the Census. 

For the above mentioned regions estimates have been obtained, so that 1991 census 

results, being reported in this Yearbook, are in fact sum of data on Population Census and 

the estimated number of Albanian population’s part, who refused to take part in the 

Census. 

The 2002 Census of Population, Households and Dwellings was carried out on the 

Central Serbia and Vojvodina territory, with one-year delay in relation to the regular ten-

annual dynamics, while in the area of Kosovo and Metohia the Census will be performed 

when all necessary conditions shall be fulfilled. 
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Population estimates 2002-2009  
 

The average estimated population of Serbia in 2009 amounts to 7320807.  

 

The rate of population growth in relation to the previous year was negative and amounted 

to -4.0 per 1.000 inhabitants. 

 

According to vital statistics, the rate of natural increase was -4.6 per 1.000 inhabitants 

(rate of live births 9.6 and the mortality rate 14.2). 

Starting from 1999 the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia has not at disposal and 

may not provide available certain data relative to AP Kosovo and Metohia and therefore 

these data are not included in the coverage for the Republic of Serbia (total). 

Also, all relevant indicators on population, as well as population’s estimates are 

calculated on the basis of data shown in that way. 

 

In the period from 2002 until 2009 the population decreased by 179 thousand, the 

average annual growth rate was -3.5 per 1.000 inhabitants. In the same specified period, 

the proportion of the population younger than 15 years and older than 65 years in the 

total population ranged: the percentage of young people (0-14) fell from 16.1% in 2002 

to 15.2% in 2009, while the population aged 65 and over increased from 16.6% (2002) to 

17.1% (2009). Working contingent of population (15-64) slightly increased, from 67.3% 

(2002) to 67.7% (2009). 

 

The average age of the Serbian population increased from 40.2 years (2002) to 41.2 

(2009). 

 

The average life expectancy of male and female population in Serbia has extended in the 

last seven years by 1.4 year (from 69.7 years to 71.1 years for males and from 75.0 to 

76.4 years for women). 

 

In the same period (2002-2009), the rate of live births decreased from 10.4 to 9.6 live 

births (per 1.000 inhabitants). The share of women in the fertile period in the total 

population decreased from 24.1% to 23.1% or 7 index points in the period 2002-2009. 

 

Mortality rate rose from 13.7 to 14.2 deaths per 1.000 inhabitants. The leading causes of 

death are still circulatory diseases and neoplasm at men as well as at women. 

 

Infant mortality was significantly reduced from 10.1 to 7.0 infant deaths per 1.000 live 

births. 

 

Total fertility rate (number of live births per woman) is below the threshold of simple 

reproduction (in Vojvodina since 1970, and in Central Serbia since 1980), and for the last 

ten years it has decreased from 1.6 to 1.4 children per woman. 
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Depopulation tendencies of the population with negative growth and negative natural 

increase in Vojvodina were recorded at the beginning of the 1980s, and in central Serbia 

in the early 1990s. 

 

The main feature of the projected movement of population in Serbia 2002-2032 is 

developing process of depopulation. Namely, according to each of the five variant 

projections, the population of Serbia in 2032 would be lower than in 2002, and Serbia 

would be a typical region of negative natural increase. Population would get older 

demographically, so that in thirty years, the proportion of persons older than 65 would 

increase from 17% to 22%. At the end of the projection period almost every fourth 

resident would be older than 65 years, and the rate of demographic dependency of older 

people during the projection period would increase from 25% to 33%. 

 

Statistics of marriages in 2009 recorded a decrease in the number of concluded marriages 

by 3.7% compared to 2008, from 38,285 in 2008 to 36 853 marriages registered in 2009. 

The average age while entering into marriage is the same as in the previous year and 

amounts to 33 years for men and 29 years for women. 

 

The number of divorces shows increase in 2009, from 8502 in 2008 to 8505 divorced 

marriages in 2009. The average age at divorce for men is 42 years and for women 38 

years. 

 

In the Republic of Serbia number of marriage is in a slight decline, as in 2009 five 

marriages were concluded per 1.000 inhabitants, which is less than the number of 

marriages in 2002 when six marriages were concluded per 1.000 inhabitants. The number 

of divorces per 1,000 inhabitants in 2009 is unchanged in relation to 2002 and is 1 

divorced marriage per 1000 inhabitants. 
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Source: Statistical Yearbook of Serbia 2010, Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, 

Belgrade, 2010. (pp. 59-68) 


