About the perception
Is perception good way of knowing?
Most people would agree that our five senses (sight, sound, touch, taste and smell) are important sources of knowledge. 
According to one major school of philosophy, known as empiricism, all knowledge is ultimately based on perceptual experience. Perception plays a key role in almost all subject areas like sciences, history, arts. For example, observation in biology, or eye-witness testimony in history, or the ability to see things with new eyes in the visual arts.  
Perception consists of two elements:

1) Sensation, which is provided by the world and,

2) Interpretation, which is provided by our minds.

Looking at visual illusions can help make us aware of the role that interpretation plays in perception. Perception is selective and what we notice in a given environment is influence by many factors. The way we see something depends partly on the contexts in which we see it. Also, when we look at something, we tend to highlight certain aspects of what we see and treat other parts of it as background. Also, we have a natural tendency to look for meaning in what we see and to group our perceptual experiences together into shapes and patterns. Our expectations can also influence how we see things. Sometimes what we see depends of our mood. 
The fallibility of perception is relevant to issues in the real world such as eye-witness testimony in criminal trials.
Although perception is an important source of knowledge, there are at least three reasons for treating it with caution:

1. We may misinterpret what we see

2. We may fail to notice something

3. We may misremember what we have seen
The way we experience the world is partly determined by the structure of our sense-organs.

If we accept that pain and taste are subjective, we might conclude that colour and sound are also subjective. (If a tree falls in a forest and there is no one there to hear it, does it make a sound?) 


     

There are three different theories about the relationship between perception and reality:

1. Common-sense realism (The way we perceive the world mirrors the way the world is.) This theory can use a slogan: “What you see is what is there”. According to this perception is a passive process which gives us an accurate picture of reality. Colors and sounds and smells exist ‘out there’, and the act of observation does not affect what is observed. This view of the relation between perception and the world is probably adequate in everyday life.    
2. Scientific realism (It’s scientific explanation of reality is that everything that we perceive is just realm of atoms whizzing around in empty space). This theory can use a slogan: “Atoms in the void” 
3. Phenomenalism This theory is a more radical position than empiricism. Phenomenalism can use a slogan: “To be is to be perceived”. We can only know the world from our distinctively human perspective and we have no right to speak about the nature of ultimate reality.  

To summarize, we can say that, while our senses are liable to error, we are in many cases able to correct our mistakes by appealing to such things as a second sense, coherence and the testimony of other people. Of course, we can never be certain that we are right but knowledge requires something less then certainty. Perception may be fallible, but in many cases it is a reliable enough foundation on which to base our knowledge claims.   
